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Universities are licensing technologies and spinning off new enterprises at unprecedented rates, according to a newly released report, Technology Transfer and Commercialization Partnerships, produced by Innovation Associates, with support from the National Science Foundation. The report shows that in the past two decades, technology transfer and commercialization activities in universities have skyrocketed. From FY 1996 to 2005 universities more than doubled the number of new licenses and startup businesses based on university innovations. Gross license income from licenses to corporations and startups for FY 2005 totaled about $1.6 billion. What is surprising is that many of the successful universities in tech transfer were located in rural or traditional industry areas without the high research funding normally associated with universities that produce technology licenses and high-tech businesses. For example, Iowa State University is licensing more than 200 innovations each year—that is more than any university in the nation except the University of California system.
Access the report here
